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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "21" has been used to designate both a gear wheel (figure 
2) and the end of arm 15 (figure 3). Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 
CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be 
labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be 
notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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4. Claims 1-3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Futterer et al. (US Patent 3,213,536). 

5. With respect to claim 1 , Futterer et al. discloses a shaving apparatus comprising: 
at least one shaving head (16) comprising at least one cutter (41"); a trimmer (15); and 
a drive structure comprising a motor (27) and a transmission structure (see figures 1-3) 
for driving the at least one cutter (41 ") and the trimmer (15); the trimmer (1 5) being 
disengageable from the drive structure; characterized by reversing means (switch 28) 
for reversing at least a portion of the drive structure between a first sense of rotation 
and a second, opposite sense of rotation; and a unidirectional clutch (figure 3) between 
at least said portion of the drive structure of which the sense of rotation is reversible and 
the at least one cutter (41 "). 

6. With respect to claims 2 and 3, Futterer et al. discloses the shaving apparatus 
wherein the reversing means (28) co-operate with the trimmer (15) for reversing said 
sense of rotation in response to an action of putting said trimmer (15) into and out of 
operation. When the switch is thrown in one direction, the motor drives the small hair 
trimmer. When the switch is thrown in the other direction, the polarity of the circuit is 
reversed and the motor is driven in the opposite direction causing the small hair trimmer 
to not operate while the trimmer (15) is put into operating status. 

7. With respect to claim 5, Futterer et al. discloses the shaving apparatus wherein a 
portion of the transmission structure for driving the trimmer (15) branches off from a 
portion of the transmission structure for driving said at least one cutter (41 ") at a shaft 
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(1) coupled to be directly driven by the motor (27). A bar (18) branches off from the 
transmission assembly (figures 1-3) to drive the trimmer (15). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

10. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tanaka (Us Patent 5,577,324) in view of Futterer et al. (US Patent 3,21 3,536). 

1 1 . With respect to claims 1 -3, Tanaka discloses a shaving apparatus (1 0) 
comprising: at least one shaving head (37) comprising at least one cutter (42); a 
trimmer (72); and a drive structure comprising a motor (16) and a transmission structure 
(gearing in figure 1 and driving lever 82) for driving the at least one cutter (42) and the 
trimmer (72); the trimmer (72) being disengageable from the drive structure (see column 
8 line 35 through column 9 line 3; in down position, drive lever 82 is not in contact with 
the motor). Tanaka does not disclose the trimmer (72 being disengageable 
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characterized by reversing means for reversing at least a portion of the drive structure 
between a first sense of rotation and a second, opposite sense of rotation, through 
switching circuitry, in response to an action of putting said trimmer into and out of 
operation; and a unidirectional clutch between at least said portion of the drive structure 
of which the sense of rotation is reversible and the at least one cutter. 

Futterer et al. discloses a shaving apparatus comprising: at least one shaving 
head (1 6) comprising at least one cutter (41 "); a trimmer (15); and a drive structure 
comprising a motor (27) and a transmission structure (see figures 1-3) for driving the at 
least one cutter (41 ") and the trimmer (1 5); the trimmer (15) being disengageable from 
the drive structure; characterized by reversing means (switch 28) for reversing at least a 
portion of the drive structure between a first sense of rotation and a second, through 
switching the circuitry (polarity of the current), opposite sense of rotation, in response to 
an action of putting said trimmer into and out of operation (through switch 28); and a 
unidirectional clutch (figure 3) between at least said portion of the drive structure of 
which the sense of rotation is reversible and the at least one cutter (41"). Futterer et al. 
essentially teaches that it is known in the art to provide a transmission assembly that 
selectively drives a shaver when the motor is running in one rotational direction and 
selectively drive the trimmer when the polarity of the motor is reversed and the motor is 
rotating in the opposite direction. This type of transmission is used to reduce energy 
consumption and to reduce unnecessary wear on the blades not being used (column 1 , 
lines 46-70). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide a transmission assembly allowing for selectively 
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operating either the trimmer or the cutter by reversing the polarity of the current to the 
motor and polarity reversing switch to the shaver of Tanaka in order to selectively 
operate the cutter or the trimmer to save energy and reduce wear in view of the 
teachings of Futterer et. al. 

12. With respect to claim 4, the shaver of Tanaka discloses the top cutter running off 
of a gear reduction (which slows the cutter down with respect to the original motor 
rotational speed; see figure 1 with gears 18c and 20) and the trimmer oscillating with 
respect to the motor rotation (column 9, lines 1-3). Thus, the number of revolutions per 
unit time of the cutter his higher than the number of revolutions (oscillations) per unit 
time of the cutter. 

13. With respect to claim 5, Tanaka discloses a portion of the transmission structure 
for driving the trimmer branches off from a portion of the transmission structure for 
driving the cutters at a shaft coupled to be directly driven by the motor. The motor is 
coupled to the driving lever (82) through a linkage system, and thus a portion of the 
transmission structure branches off away from the main transmission structure. 

Conclusion 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The art of Labrign, and the two references of Van Hout et al. are 
noted as considered pertinent to the applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOSEPH DEFRANK whose telephone number is 
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(571)270-3512. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday; 9am- 
6pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer Ashley can be reached on (571 ) 272-4502. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Joseph De Frank 

Examiner 

Art Unit 3724 

JD 

4-1-08 
/J. D.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 3724 
/Boyer D. Ashley/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3724 



